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HOMES & INTERIORS

For Charlotte Starling, Christmas is an opportunity to 

unleash a riot of rich jewel colours and Baroque styling. 

Here she shares her home decorating secrets 

Deck the Halls...

Cox & Cox, coxandcox.co.uk

Bristle Reindeer 
decoration, £4.60 
Hunter Gatherer, 
Blandford Forum 
huntergatherer.
info

Brown glitter reindeer, £8; Gold glitter reindeer, 
£6; Brown glass tabletop tree, from £15 
John Lewis at Home, Poole, johnlewis.com

Next, next.co.uk

their stems with a cage of birch twigs, 
hang them with tiny gold and silver 
baubles, and there you have a spectacular 
table centrepiece. Statuesque wine-red 
amaryllis planted in groups of three add 
instant drama, and make a wonderful 
present. Houseplants also come into their 
own at this time of year. Clusters of 
crimson mini cyclamen will brighten a 
dark corner for several weeks. 

Before you go shopping, forage from 
your garden or hedgerows. I�m a big fan of 
natural materials, but that�s not to say I 
won�t gild the lily! Alliums to artichokes, 
poppy seed-heads to trusty pine cones, 
even runner beans can all be sprayed silver 

Christmas is a shining beacon 
of light in the dark depths of 
winter. When it comes to 
decorating, my goal is to fill 
my home with sparkle, 

colour and fragrance; every sense should 
be stimulated. I try to evoke the twinkling 
Christmases of my childhood � the rituals, 
the anticipation and excitement � for my 
own children.  

Preparation is the key to a perfect 
Christmas look. A house filled with 
blooming flowers in December can�t fail 
to cheer yourselves and your guests; 
hyacinths and paper-white narcissi send 
out clouds of beautiful scent. Support 




